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SURE HOUSE RE ENTRY PROGRAM
By Aaron L. Phillips and Jennette Chambers

Aaron L. Phillips was formerly incarcerated; he returned seven years ago. He received supportive services
from the faith-based community and turned his life around. This story, however, is not about this man,
who is now the senior pastor of the Sure House Baptist Church. It’s about what has happened as a result
of his commitment to helping other formerly incarcerated individuals in the same manner that he was
helped.
The Sure House Re-Entry Program, inspired by Rev, Dr. Phillips, is going into its second year of operation. Its vision is to provide custom evidence based support to adult ex-offenders in the State of Ohio. Sure
House principally serves ex-offenders in Northeast Ohio who have returned from penal institutions. Sure
House has implemented a comprehensive program partnering with local stakeholders, who are currently
licensed and credentialed in the State of Ohio for drug treatment and drug screening. Sure House’s Program is committed to each client for three years by providing the following: resources for housing through
World Healers Inc.; random drug testing and drug assessments; intervention and case management; opportunities for receiving a G.E.D., job readiness, training and placement; and finally peer mentoring and
support in reconnecting the formerly incarcerated with families and communities.
During the three day a week meetings, clients have group sessions dealing with understanding
and developing soft core skills—such as basic rights and common issues that reentrants face. Clients also
have one-on-one sessions with mentors to discuss more personal issues.
The program is committed to helping those with criminal histories stay on the right path. Participants are required to take random drug tests. Those who test positive are encouraged and assisted to seek
treatment—either inpatient or outpatient, depending on the severity of the problem. They may be readmitted to the program, but will have to start over from the beginning. Anyone who tests positive does not
receive any job training assistance for a minimum of 30 days and until they pass a drug test.
The staff consists of an executive director, three peer mentors, and one job coordinator. The program meets Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Sure House Church located at
11318 Miles in Cleveland, Ohio. Sure House provides a healthy meal during each Session and weekly bus
passes for its committed clients. Sure House serves about 100 clients during the course of the year. Approximately 75% of Sure House clients are currently working and have become productive members of our
community. Sure House serves both men and women of all ethnic groups and faiths.
Terry Anderson of Cleveland, a client of Sure House states, “I was released last summer after serving 15 years in penal institutions. I worked with five temp agencies but was unable to receive full time
employment.” He met with Deacon Mike Davis, the Job Coordinator for Sure House Re-Entry Program last
fall. Anderson joined the program and, as he says, “my life has not been the same. I have learned to be a
responsible, productive member of the community.” He now has a permanent job as a machinist. Anderson
is grateful to Sure House Re-Entry “for being there for me.”
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The Sure House Re-Entry Program operates as a not-for-profit organization. It is privately
funded, but is seeking grants and contracts to be
able to maintain and expand the program.
Sure House Re-Entry Program Executive Director is
Rev. Dr. Aaron L. Phillips, the Senior Pastor of the
church. You can contact him at (216) 323-4817 or
Deacon Michael A. Davis at (216) 441-4211.
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North Star: One Year Later By Mary Kelley
A year after its grand opening, the North Star Reentry Resource Center
(NRRC) is offering a wide variety of valuable services for the thousands of reentry residents and their families who have visited the Center. North Star Transition Specialist Marcus Bell says that North Star clients are getting help with
finding reentry resources and the results are positive.
“Some of these guys are on their third or fourth number. A lot of them have
told me that if they’d had a place like North Star a couple of years ago, they
probably wouldn’t have gone back to prison,” Mr. Bell said.
New classes, programs and meetings are always being added and the Center’s full calendar can be found at www.northstarreentry.org. The latest addiAllecia Creighton says Welcome to North Star
tions are the New Employment Transitions (NET) Program as well as adult basic
literacy education and GED classes. NRRC is also a full-time Ohio Benefits Bank Site. North Star Transition Specialists
are trained in helping clients find out about services and resources for which they may qualify.
Mr. Bell said that North Star clients are learning to transform their lives and manage new expectations as they transition back from prison into the community.

North Star Neighborhood
Reentry Resource Center
Hours:
Monday 9am-5pm
Tuesday 9am-5pm
Wednesday 12pm-8pm

“It’s a process and you get out of it what you put into it,”
Mr. Bell said. “We help clients get the help they need and have
realistic expectations while they work to get their lives back on
track.”
Andre Webber is a North Star member and has had a good experience with North Star.
“Instead of spending my time doing something negative, I
can take initiative and come here when I need to. I brought my
cousin here and have referred a lot of people,” Mr. Webber said.
“This is a very productive place with positive role models. The
people here care, and they actually help you.”

Thursday 9am-5pm
Friday 9am-5pm
1834 East 55th Street
Cleveland Ohio 44103
216.881.5440
Transition Specialist
Marcus Bell

Transition Specialist Tracee Turner and North Star Member
Andre Webber
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We want to hear from you…
Your comments are important to us.

Write to us at
Cuyahoga County
Office of Reentry
310 West Lakeside Avenue, Suite 550
Cleveland, OH 44113

Information is Here at North Star

*Save the Date*
Employer Awareness Workshop
Legal Rights and Obligations in Hiring
Practices Regarding Job Applicants with
Criminal Backgrounds
May 11, 2011
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Transition Specialist Hatidani Mushangazhiki

Transition Specialist
Travis Johnson

Events Reminder:
May 3, 2011 Center for Families and Children Annual
Meeting at Windows on the River
May 4, 2011 Recovery Resources Annual Meeting at
Windows on the River
June 2, 2011 Community Assessment & Treatment
Services(CATS) Annual Meeting at the
CATS Outdoor Pavillion

Corporate College East
4400 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH
This free workshop is designed for attorneys,
human resources professionals and employers
and will provide valuable information on how to
avoid legal liability and on benefits available to
those who hire formerly incarcerated individuals.
Many issues will we addressed including background checks, negligent hiring and supervision
and free bonding and tax incentives.

Registration is required – the workshop is
filling up!
For more information, send an email to
cperkins@cuyahogacounty.us
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Recovery Resources – Social Enterprises
1242 East 49th Street

Reentry Advocate • 6

Open House and Tour of the Frameworks, Packaging and Maintenance Divisions
Education from pg. 4

Fiscal
Crisis
from pg. 5
Tuesday May 10, 2011 and Thursday May
19,
2011

And, completion of a high school
David9:00
Kocha.m.
served
two sentencMost of these states have been
– 12:00
p.m.
education must be demonstrated es for bank fraud. After which, he able to cut costs without eliminatthrough a series of tests, a degree became a certified airline transport ing any programs entirely. Other
Recovery
– Social
Enterprises
assists
County
barriers to
should
not beResources
awarded simply
be- pilot
and author,
writingCuyahoga
“Slaying states
haveresidents
made morewith
significant
employment
toendurance
substancetheabuse
and/or
mental
including those returning to the
cause
an individualdue
has the
Dragon…the
Journey
fromillness,
the cuts.
community
from
to
make it through
the incarceration.
12th grade.
Dungeon to the Ivory Tower”.
Next Month: Closing Prisons

The tour will showcase how Spectrum Enterprises packages
hand soaps
and Locations
other products as well
Citizen
Circles
The
Citizen
Circles
Concept
as demonstrate the award-winning artwork framing business.
(Call for meeting dates and times)

Citizen participation and guidance
is essential for correctional practices
The Euclid Avenue Citizen Circle
Congregational
Church
inside
and
outside
institutions.
The
Contact Wil Cheeks at 216-761-2388 for more
information.
Kathleen
Farkas
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
9606 Euclid Ave.
Correction has embraced the needs
2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 pm
related to offenders returning home
216.421.0482 ext. 282
from correctional settings and as such one
EastAvenue Citizen Circle
CEOGC
The Euclid
Citizen participation and guidance is
strategy is the implementation of Citizen Circles. The focus
216.421.0482 ext.Medical
282
Cleveland
Arts Building
essential for correctional practices
is on eight dynamic domain areas: employment, education,
Andrea Graham
Lewis West
inside and outside institutions.
CEOGC
1850 Belmore
Ave.
2475 E. 22nd St.
associates/social interactions, family/marital, substance abuse
The Ohio Department of RehabiliLast
Wednesday
every
North
StarofResource
Center
(Lower level)
and community functioning,
personal/emotional
month at 5:00
pm
216.751.1382
2nd Monday of every month at
tation and Correction
has embraced orientation
216.2249.0330
11:30 am
and attitude. the needs related to offenders returning
ome
216.357.2621
Going H
Mt. Pleasant
They create partnerships that promote positive interaction
Stay

The Citizen Circles Concept

Citizen Circles Locations

itizen
Circles
C

- 2010
County 2008
County 2009
for Cuyahoga
for Cuyahoga
A Directory

A Directory

home from correctional settings and as such one strategy
upon
release.
Circle members
isand
the accountability
implementationfor
of offenders
Citizen Circles.
i Circle
members
address
risks
contribute
to criminal
address
risks
that that
contribute
to criminal
activity byactivity
taking by taking
ownership
of the
solution.
It is anItopportunity
for citizensfor
to citizens to
ownership
of the
solution.
is an opportunity
communicate
expectations
for successful
reentry and
help and help
communicate
expectations
for successful
reentry
offenders
recognize
the harm
their their
behavior
has caused
offenders
recognize
the harm
behavior
has othcaused others.
ers.
Offenders
are
able
to
make
amends
and
demonstrate
Offenders are able to make amends and demonstrate their
their
value
potentialtotothe
the community.
community.
value
andand
potential

to

216.751.1085
Mt. Pleasant
Zion Chapel
Rev. Dennis Jonel Murtis Taylor Center
Diane Coats
4234 Lee Rd.
3rd Monday of every month at 13411 Kinsman Ave.

and Women
try for Men
Successful Reen
A Guide for

6:00 pm

216.752.2743

1st Tuesday of every month at
6:00 pm

To receive a copy of216.751.1085

Going Home
to Stay

Connecting

Commissioners
Jimmy Dimora
Timothy F. Hagan
Jones
Peter Lawson

people to services

of
United Way
Greater Cleveland

contact First Call for Help at 216.436.2000 or go
To receive
copy of
online and download
a copy ata www.211cleveland.
Going
org/pdfs/communityreentry.
pdf Home
9

GREATER CLEVELAND STRATEGY
GREATER CLEVELAND STRATEGY

IO
OH

COUNTY
GA
OF
HO

United Way of
of Geauga
County
Greater
Cleveland

United Way of
Greater Cleveland

CU
YA

Connecting people to services

COUNTY
GA
OF
HO

IO
OH

CU
YA

Cuyahoga
County
Reentry
Advocate
Reentry Review

Comments or suggestions:

8
200
- 200
nty
2008
Cou
nty

ga
Cou

me
ho ay n
ing to stMen and Wome
go
try for
for
ectory
Dirory
A ect

aho
ga
Cuy
aho

for
Cuy

A Dir

Mansfield B. Frazier, Editor
email: mansfieldF@gmail.com
or
Cuyahoga
County office
reentry
Comments
orofsuggestions:
email: reentryinfo@cuyahogacounty.us
Cuyahoga County Office of Reentry
phone: 216.698.2501
ide
A Gu

ssful

cce
for Su

Reen

to Stay

call First Call for Help
at 216.436.2000 or
email: ReentryInfo@cuyahogacounty.us
go online and download
phone: 216.698.2501
a copy at www.211cleveland.org/
pdfs/communityreentry.pdf

Reentry
Review isCounty
FundedBoard
by Cuyahoga
County
Funded by
the Cuyahoga
of Commissioners.

